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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Claim 1-4 (cancelled) 

Claim 5 (previously presented) 

5. A method selected from the group consisting of treatment and/or care of dry skin; Increasing the 
synthesis rate of ceramides in human skin; stimulating sphingollpid synthesis: strengthening the 
lipid barrfer of the human skin and combinations thereof for a human in need thereof which 
comprises applying to the skin of the human a therapeutically effective amount of a composition 
comprising of 0.001-10% by weight of a catechin, a gallic ester of a catechin, or mixtures thereof, 
based on the total weight of the composition. 

Claim 6 (previously presented) 

6. The method of Claim 5, wherein the catechin or gallic ester of a catechtn are selected 
from the group consisting of {-)-catechin, (+)-catechin, (-)-catechin gallate. 
(•}-galIocatechin gallate, {+)-epicatechin» (-)-epiC8techin. (-)-epicatech[n gallate, 
(->epIgallocatechin. and (-)-ep!g8tlocatechin gallate. 

Claim 7 (previously presented) 

7. The method of Cialm S, wherein the catechin Is 



OH 




OH 



or a gallic ester thereof. 



2 



PACE5(13»RCVOAT2(M0M3:55:«PM|&slemStandardT™^ 



Fab-03-04 04:D2p(D Fron-Morris McLaughlin 4 Marcus 



K12 808 0844 



T-795 P.00$/Oi3 F-T15 



Clafm 8 (previously presented) 

8. The method of Claim 5, wherein the catechin Is 




OH 



or a gallic ester thereof. 
Claim 9 {previously presented) 

9. The method of Claim 5. wherein the catechin or gallic ester of a catechin fs obtained 
from e pJani 

Claim 10 (previously presented) 

1 0. The method of Claim 9, wherein the catechin or oallic ester of a catechin Is obtained 
from a plant from the Theaceae plant family. 

Claim 1 1 (previously presented) 

1 1 . The method of Claim 9, wherein the catechin or gallic ester of a catechin Is obtained 
from the plant species Cemeffia sinensis. 

Claim 12 (previously presented) 

12. A method selected from the group consisting of treatment and/or care of dry skin; Increasing the 
synthesis rate of ceramides In human skin; stimulating sphingoiipkl synthesis; strengthening the 
lipid barrier of the human skin and combinations thereof for a human in need thereof which 
comprises applying to the skin of the human a thenapeuticalty elTecUve amount of an extract from 
a plant or plant parts which comprises a catechin, a gaflk: ester of a catechb, or mixtures thereof. 
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Cfalms 13-26 (cancelled) 
Claim 27 (previously presented) 

27. The method of any one of claims 5-1 2 wherein the method is treatment and/or care of dry e Wn . 
Claim 28 (previously presented) 

28. The method of any one of claims 5-12 wherein the method is increasing the synthesis rate of 
ceramides in human skin. 

Claim 29 (previously presented) 

29. The method of claim 28 wher^n the ceramides are ceramldes 1 , 2 and 3. 
Claim 30 (previously presented) 

30- The method of any one of claims 5-12 wherein the method is stimufatinQ sphingolipid synthesis. 
Claim 31 (previously presented) 

31 . The method of any one of claims 5-12 wherein the method Is strengthening the lipid barrier of the 
human Skin. 
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